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Course Portrait Painting (All Levels) 
Tutor: Adele Wagstaff 
 
What level is the course and do I need any particular skills? 
 
Suitable for all levels, although some prior drawing experience would be helpful 
 
What is the course about and how will I learn? 
 
The aim of the course is for students to be able to achieve an acceptable ‘likeness’ through the 
practice of constant observation and visual enquiry and to understand the underlying anatomy 
and structure of the head. 
 
Students will look at the fundamentals of drawing and painting an expressive and painterly 
portrait. This may be focusing on the head and shoulders or the full figure if preferred. Students 
will begin to refine their ideas on composition through drawing and by making a small-scale tonal 
study before beginning to work on a longer painting. 
 
There will be regular one-to-one tuition throughout each session and at the end of each pose 
there will be a group discussion as we look at each other’s work. 
 
What will I achieve? 
 
Students will develop their observational skills through drawing and from intensive work from a 
sustained pose. You will look at all aspects of making a well composed portrait; from setting-up to 
colour-mixing, and how tone and colour temperature can be used to describe structure, shape 
and proportions of the head. 
 
You will develop your painting skills, using a medium of your own choice. There will be guidance 
on composition, proportion, tone and colour-mixing both individually and as a group. 
 
We will make reference to portraiture throughout history as we study colour relationships, tonal 
values, composition and paint application. 

 
Will there be any work outside the class? 
 
You may be asked to bring in objects/tools of your own from time to time. There may also be 
some general art based research or practice required over the term. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

What to bring to the first session: 
 
Please bring basic drawing equipment if you have them already and a sketchbook (A4 or A3). 
Alternatively all art materials are available for sale at the school including paper by the sheet, 
pencils, charcoal, putty rubbers and erasers.  
 
As you progress towards painting you will be given advice on suitable media and the range of 
colours required. Students can work in watercolour, acrylics or oils. Advice on materials, up to 
date methods and practical help will be given, in order that you may be able to realise your 
potential as an artist. 
 
Are there any other costs? 
 
Mono-printing is charged at £1 per session towards ink costs 
Extra Model fees are split between the class as well as resources that the tutor chooses to buy 
for the group. Photocopies: 10p for A4 and 20p for A3 
 
What can I do after completing the course? 
 
Portrait leads to, and is supported by, other disciplines such as life drawing, general painting & 
drawing classes and experimenting in different paint techniques such as watercolour and oil. 
 
Your tutor can advise you further about where to go next. There are also other specialist classes 
that take place over half term and the summer school.  
 
PSAD also offer a part-time two year Diploma course. 
 
General Information: 
  
Putney School of Art & Design Art Shop on site: opening hours:  
9.45am-10.30am, 1.45pm-2.30pm, 6.30pm-7.15pm.  
10% discount from most local art suppliers with PSAD Student Card. 
Free WIFI with no password to access images. 
Art reference library and student PC and photocopier. 
Café and balcony serving hot lunches and homemade cakes. 
All students are invited to submit one piece of art work to the annual Student Summer Exhibition 
there may also be class shows throughout the year. 
For pottery and printing subjects all students will be given a free mask and gloves at the start of 
the course. 
 
Term Dates:  
 
Mon 18 September – Sat 16 December 2017 (half term Mon 23 October – Sun 29 October) 
Fri 5 January – Thurs 29 March 2018 (half term Mon 12 February – Sun 18 February) 
Mon 16 April – Sat 14 July 2018 (half term Mon 28 May – Sun 3 June) 
 
 
PSAD, Oxford Road, London SW15 2LQ, 020 8788 9145, 
putneyschoolartanddesign@wandsworth.gov.uk , www.enablelc.org/PSADenrol 
 
 
Prices correct from June 2017 
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