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Sites with Designations/Protection for Biodiversity in Wandsworth 
 

*denotes site outside of the borough boundary but adjacent or close to land owned or managed by Wandsworth. 
 

 International Statutory Designations 
 
 

Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) 
 

SACs are given special protection under European law. They provide increased protection to a variety of wild animals, plants and habitats and are a vital 
part of global efforts to conserve the world's biodiversity. 
 

Site Location Reason for designation 

Wimbledon Common TQ227719 North Atlantic wet heaths; European dry heaths; Stag beetle 

*Richmond Park TQ199728 Stag beetle 

 
 National Statutory Designations 

 
 

Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 
 

SSSIs are the country's very best wildlife and geological sites. They support rare plants and animals that now find it difficult to survive in the wider countryside. 
 

Site Location Reason for designation 

*Barn Elms Wetland Centre TQ228770 A mosaic of wetland habitats supporting nationally important wintering populations of shoveler (Anas clypeata) 
and an assemblage of breeding birds associated with lowland waters and their margins. 

Wimbledon Common TQ227719 Wimbledon Common supports the most extensive area of open, wet heath on acidic soil in Greater London. The 
site also contains a variety of other acidic heath and grassland communities reflecting the variations in geology, 
drainage and management. Associated with these habitats are a number of plants uncommon in the London 
area. 

*Richmond Park TQ199728 Richmond Park has been managed as a royal deer park since the seventeenth century, producing a range of 
habitats of value to wildlife. In particular, Richmond Park is of importance for its diverse deadwood beetle fauna 
associated with the ancient trees found throughout the parkland. In addition the Park supports the most 
extensive area of dry acid grassland in Greater London. 

 
 

National Nature Reserve (NNR) 
 

NNRs were established to protect the most important areas of wildlife habitat and geological formations in Britain, and also as places for scientific research. 
Every NNR is nationally important and are among the best examples of a particular habitat. 
 

Site Location Reason for designation 

*Richmond Park TQ199728 Habitats include dry acid and neutral grassland, species-poor wet grassland, mire, plantation woodlands, 
streams, ponds, veteran trees, scrub and bracken. Richmond Park is a nationally important site due to the 
outstanding number of veteran oak trees and the significance of the insects they support. Over 1000 species of 
beetle have been recorded in the park, many of which are linked to dead and decaying wood, while others 
are  associated with wetland habitats and deer droppings. 
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Local Nature Reserve (LNR) 
 
 

LNRs are for both people and wildlife. They are green spaces in urban areas and the countryside which are important to people, and support a rich variety 
of wildlife. They are places which have wildlife or geology of special local interest. All LNRs are owned or controlled by local authorities and some are also 
SSSIs. 
 

Site Location Reason for designation 

Battersea Park (Nature 
Areas) 

TQ280772 The Wilderness is a linear plantation with four glades and a pond. The Meadow has a circular belt of mixed 
woodland and scrub surrounding a managed meadow area. Both sites support a range of woodland bird 
species including blackcap and bullfinch. Invertebrates include 20 species of butterfly including white letter 
hairstreak. Stag beetles and lesser stag beetles can frequently be seen in May. Particularly notable species of 
invertebrates include the flower bug (Anthocoris minkii), the lily beetle (Lilioceris lilii) and the nationally notable 
hoverfly Volucella zonaria. 

 
 

 Regional / London Non-Statutory Designations 
 
 
 

Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC) 
 

SINCs attempt to protect the best sites in London and provide local areas for access to nature. There are three categories; sites of metropolitan, borough or 
local importance. 
 

 
 

Sites of Metropolitan Importance (SMI) 
 

Site name & ID Location Reason for designation 

River Thames and its tidal 
tributaries 
M31 

TQ167754 The River Thames and the tidal sections of creeks and rivers which flow into it comprise a number of valuable 
habitats not found elsewhere in London. The mud-flats, shingle beach, inter-tidal vegetation, islands and river 
channel itself support many species from freshwater, estuarine and marine communities which are rare in 
London. The site is of particular importance for wildfowl and wading birds. 

Wimbledon Common & 
Putney Heath 
M101 

TQ225720 
 

A large common incorporating a number of high quality habitats associated with acidic soils. These include the 
largest area of wet heath in London, areas of dry heath and one of London’s very few Sphagnum bogs. There 
are also extensive areas of acid grassland, both dry and damp, much woodland and scrub, several ponds and 
a section of the Beverley Brook. 

Battersea Park 
M102 

TQ280772 An important open space in central London with locally significant numbers of waterfowl associated with its 
large lake, including shoveler and tufted duck. The islands in the lake support one of London’s larger heronries, 
with up to 30 nests noted in recent years. 

Tooting Common 
M124 

TQ292724 A large open space with three extensive areas of woodland and relict acid grassland, serving a part of south 
London particularly lacking in good wildlife sites. The common supports an unusual variety of woodland birds for 
such an urban site. The common has several fine veteran oaks. 
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Sites of Borough Importance Grade 1 
 

Site name & ID Location Reason for designation 

Wandsworth Common 
Wa BI 1 

TQ274740 Habitats are a mosaic of secondary oak and birch woodland, acid and neutral grassland and scattered gorse 
scrub. Three lakes support common waterfowl and a range of fish, and are popular with anglers. 

Putney Lower Common 
Wa BI 2 

TQ230760 This is contiguous with Barnes Common. A mixture of semi-improved neutral grassland, scattered scrub and trees 
covers most of the common, providing habitat for a good range of common birds and other animals. Putney 
Cemetery, which is included in the site, contains a number of fine mature trees, with grassland between the 
graves. 

University of Surrey, 
Roehampton 
Wa BI 3 

TQ221745 The main features of nature conservation interest are the two ponds. Few of Wandsworth’s ponds and lakes 
have such good marginal vegetation. There are small areas of woodland, which are important for mammals, 
and acid grassland. 

Earlsfield Railway Cutting 
Wa BI 4 

TQ266740 A wide railway cutting providing an extensive mosaic of undisturbed habitats, including tall herbs, grassland, 
scrub and developing woodland. It is a valuable green corridor, linking Wandsworth Common and Wandsworth 
Cemetery. 

River Wandle 
Wa BI 5 

TQ257737 This site includes the 2.3 kilometres of the river Wandle from the Borough boundary to its tidal limit. The banks are 
largely artificial, with little marginal vegetation, but many parts support a diverse community of submerged 
plants. The tidal section, and small adjacent areas of greenspace are included in The River Thames and its tidal 
tributaries SMI. 

Beverley Brook 
Wa BI 6 

TQ212752 It forms part of a green corridor linking many areas of wildlife value between the River Thames and Wimbledon 
Common. The two northern most reaches of the brook have largely wooded banks with a mixture of native and 
non-native trees including English oak, aspen, crack willow and much dead or dying elm. In the more open 
pockets ivy covers considerable areas of the river bank providing a welcome nectar source late in the year. 

Battersea Power Station 
Wa BI 7 

TQ289775 The disused Battersea Power Station supports a breeding pair of peregrine falcons and several pairs of black 
redstarts. The sparse vegetation of the surrounding site provides important feeding habitat for the latter. 

Streatham Cemetery 
Wa BI 9 

TQ269720 This large cemetery consists of an area of infrequently mown neutral grassland with a wide range of wild grasses 
and herbs. 

Wimbledon Park 
Wa BI 10 

TQ246727 A popular and attractive park lying across the Borough boundary with Merton containing several habitats of 
significant nature conservation value. Two small areas of woodland, one of which is in Wandsworth, appear on 
very old maps and contain species indicative of ancient woodland. 
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Sites of Borough Importance Grade 2 
 

Site name & ID Location Reason for designation 

Roehampton Club Golf 
Course 
Wa BII 2 

TQ217747 A private golf course with patches of acid grassland, particularly in the southern part of the site. There are small 
patches of oak woodland, and numerous scattered trees. 

St Nicholas Churchyard 
Wa BII 3 

TQ279712 A small churchyard with a diverse lichen flora on its tombstones. This is probably the best lichen site in the 
Borough, although this has not been surveyed in detail. Between the graves is neutral grassland. 

Richard Evans Memorial 
Playing Fields and Stag 
Lane 
Wa BII 5 

TQ218723 Within the large area of amenity grassland which comprises the majority of this site, are two features of 
particular nature conservation value. The first is a war memorial with a circular area of damp grassland, an 
uncommon habitat in the Borough. The second feature of interest is Stag Lane, a green lane leading from the 
playing fields to Wimbledon Common. This is bordered by a fine old hedge of hawthorn, elder, holly and elm, 
with several large boundary oaks. Old hedges such as this are rare in the Borough. 

Bank of England Sports 
Club Ground 
Wa BII 6 

TQ231746 The most important part of this site for nature conservation is the secondary woodland on its eastern edge. A mix 
of sycamore, oak, beech and various exotics, including conifers, the woodland has a good structure and is of 
value for mammals and a good range of common woodland birds. 

Lambeth Cemetery 
Wa BII 10 

TQ265715 This is a large cemetery with pockets of neutral grassland interspersed throughout. Concentrated in the older, 
southern part are a few patches of acid grassland. 

Wandsworth Cemetery 
Wa BII 11 

TQ264734 This cemetery is dominated by neutral grassland with scattered trees. 

King George’s Park 
Wa BII 12 

TQ256739 This is a large public open space running north-south through the borough from Wandsworth town centre to 
Earlsfield. It provides an important wildlife corridor and hosts several features of value for wildlife. 

Clapham Common 
Wa BII 13 

TQ283749 Most of the site is amenity grassland with a few scattered trees, but there are several features of higher nature 
conservation interest, including several ponds. 

Rail side land not included 
within other sites 
Wa BII 14 

 Wandsworth has a large area of rail side land due to the location of Clapham Junction within the Borough. 
However, this does form important wildlife corridors linking the various commons and major wildlife sites together. 
Much of it is a mix of native and non-native broadleaved woodland and roughland. There are frequent patches 
of regenerating elm scrub and bracken. 

Putney Vale Cemetery 
Wa BII 16 

TQ222727 It forms part of an almost continuous and extensive area of green open space along with Wimbledon and 
Putney Commons and playing fields. The site’s ornamental areas are important habitats for wildlife, providing 
excellent nectar sources and structural diversity. 
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Sites of Local Importance 
 

Site name & ID Location Reason for designation 

Wandsworth Park 
Wa L 3 

TQ248752 An attractive and well used formal park in an Area of Deficiency for accessible wildlife sites. Mature trees and 
dense shrubberies provide habitat for common birds, and the location beside the Thames attracts passing 
migrants in addition to the resident birds. 

York Gardens 
Wa L 8 

TQ267755 A small park, the only open space in an Area of Deficiency for accessible wildlife sites. Dense shrubberies on the 
northern and western margins provide some habitat for common birds and invertebrates, and a good selection 
of native trees and shrubs have been planted to increase the value of the habitats. 

Putney Old Burial Ground 
Wa L 10 

TQ237750 A small cemetery close to an Area of Deficiency in accessible wildlife habitat. The grassland between the 
graves contains a fair diversity of common wild flowers. 

Putney Park Lane & The 
Pleasance 
Wa L 11 

TQ226750 The Pleasance is an attractive small park in an area rather deficient in accessible wildlife sites. A good range of 
mature trees provides habitat for common birds. Putney Park Lane is an unsurfaced green lane providing a 
valuable wildlife corridor between Putney Heath and the area just south of Putney Common. 

Falcon Park & Shillington 
Street Open Space 
Wa L 13 

TQ276760 Two small open spaces, linked by arches in a viaduct and in an area rather deficient in accessible wildlife sites. 
Large numbers of mostly native trees have been planted, forming dense borders of scrub. An area of grassland 
is managed as a meadow. 

Edgecombe Hall Estate 
Wa L 14 

TQ245734 There is a strip of mixed broadleaved woodland between the housing estate and private back gardens. This has 
scattered scrub and a field layer. This site is relatively diverse and quite well structured. 

St Mary’s Cemetery, 
Battersea Rise 
Wa L 15 

TQ272749 Battersea Rise is a small cemetery and is now rarely used for burials, so receives little disturbance. Although cut 
fairly short, the grassland sward between and around the gravestones has been classified as neutral as it is more 
diverse than the average amenity grassland community. 

Spencer Park 
Wa L 16 

TQ268747 This park, totally enclosed by housing, dates back to the 1870’s although some trees pre-date this. There is dense 
tree planting forming, in effect, non-native woodland. There is a shrub layer valuable for nectar and berries, and 
ivy covers much of the field layer along with black horehound, hedge woundwort and enchanters nightshade. 

 


