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Best Plot Competition  
 
Keeping an allotment well takes skill and knowledge, time and attention.  The Borough 
Best Plot competition has run for longer than anyone can remember to recognise and 
applaud good standards of vegetable growing.   
 
 
1 The competition is open to allotment tenants in the Borough of Wandsworth  
 
2 Enable Allotments publicises the competition and invites nominations, deadline 1 

July  
 
3 Entries may be nominated by the site manager, site committee, or self-nominated 

by the allotment tenant.  The number of nominations from each site may not exceed 
one in six of the total number of plots at that site.    

 
4 There is no nomination fee  
 
5 Enable Allotments devises the itinerary and schedule of judging based on the 

numbers of nominations from each allotments site   
 

6 Enable Allotments prepares a score sheet for each nominated plot; a checklist of 
plots to be judged at each site; an itinerary for judging the sites; contact details for 
the judge and site managers; a risk assessment 

 
7 Judging takes place over consecutive days in July   
 
8 An independent person is hired to judge the competition.  The judge must have 

knowledge and experience of growing vegetables; must be aware of diverse 
techniques of cultivation; must be able to assess all the allotments fairly and 
consistently; must be available to judge all nominated entries.  The judge is deemed 
self employed for the purpose of judging the Best Plot Competition.   

 
9 The judge views each nominated plot and makes an assessment according to the 

judging criteria, see separate score sheet.  The judge scores, signs and dates each 
judging sheet.   
 

10 The judge decides whether to permit allotment holders to be present during the 
judging process   
 

11 A judge’s runner accompanies the judge to ensure everything needed is provided 
and carries spares as necessary.  The judge’s runner double checks that all 
categories have been scored, the total calculated, and each sheet signed and 
dated.  The judge’s runner may be the same person or a different person at each 
site or on the different days.   
 



12 The judge’s runner transfers individual scores to the site checklist.  Once all 
nominated entries on a site are judged and the score sheets checked, the score 
sheets may be returned to each individual plot holder.   
 

13 The judge’s runners return the site checklists to Enable Allotments for recording.  
Analysis of the scores in each category informs proposals to amend the categories.   
 

14 The scores are allocated into three classes:  Excellence (top 20%); Merit (next 
40%); and Endeavour (bottom 40%).  A certificate according to class is available on 
request to Enable Allotments.   

 
15 The overall winning plot is named ‘Best in Borough’ and the ‘Best on Site’ plots are 

identified for each allotments site.  Best on Site plots are named in the annual 
newsletter from Enable Allotments, sent to all allotment tenants.   

 
16 The judge is paid an agreed fee by Enable Allotments for judging, travel, and 

subsistence    
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