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Course Title: Introduction to Illustration  
Tutor: Zehra Hicks 
 
What level is the course and do I need any particular skills? 
Beginners 
 
What is the course about and how will I learn? 
 
 This course is an introduction to illustration and will enable students to respond to a variety of 
briefs and work to deadlines. This course would be great either for students who are new to 
illustration and want to learn more about it, or for students who have done a little bit and want to 
explore their style. The aim of the course is to gain confidence in drawing and illustrating through 
exploring different techniques. The areas covered include editorial illustration, children’s book 
illustration, cards, posters etc.  
Sessions start with a discussion of student work in response to the current brief. This is an 
opportunity for everyone to be inspired by the different approaches to a single brief within the 
class and to learn to look critically at the effectiveness of the work. With a combination of practical 
demonstrations, group activities and one-to-one tutorials, there is also the opportunity for drawing 
days either working in the studio or out on location.  
Throughout the course, students will be given the opportunity to look at work by commercial 
illustrators and to understand what makes an illustration effective. 
 
What will I achieve? 
 
 Students will be introduced to different materials and encouraged to experiment with a variety of 
ways of working including drawing based media such as pen and ink and wash, printmaking 
techniques and collage. They will also be given top tips for using Photoshop for illustrators. 
Students will get to work on character and composition, storyboarding, how text and image work 
together and will learn how to develop an idea from rough to final piece.  
The purpose of this course is to help students to identify and develop a personal approach to 
creating images. Students will be encouraged to experiment with varying materials and working 
processes throughout the course. This means that the choice of materials will change with each 
individual and will depend on what we are working on for each session.  
Next Step 

Will there be any work outside the class? 

You may be asked to bring in objects/tools of your own from time to time. There may also be 

some general art based research or practice required over the term. 

 

 

 

 



 

What to bring to the first session 
Please bring to the first class any drawing materials you possess; paper and other items can be 
purchased from the school shop.  
Essential materials include H, HB, and 2B pencils, sable brushes, eraser, pencil sharpener, black 
ink and a sketchbook. Essential requirements for most illustration students and practising 
illustrators are; Watercolours, Gouache, Inks, Pastels, Coloured Pencils, Acrylics, Scotch Tape, 
Masking Tape. You are advised to wait until the first class when art materials, including 
appropriate sketchbooks, will be discussed. You will also get the opportunity to see most of the 
materials mentioned together with a number of others which may be of interest. 

Are there any other costs? 
Screenprinting: Reprographics film -  25cm square- £5 plus £2 printing cost 
Etching: E-Plate 20cm x 25cm backed plate - £15, unbacked - £10 
Aluminum 20cm x 25cm plate – £2.50, Steel 20cm x 25cm plate - £3.75, Copper 20cm x 25cm 
plate - £20 
Photocopies: 10p for A4 and 20p for A3 
 
What can I do after completing the course? 
Students can either continue for another term or go on to Life Drawing, Printmaking and 
Photoshop courses. Some choose to go on to the more advanced illustration course at Putney or 
continue on the Introduction to Illustration for a second or third term before moving to the 
advanced class. Students from the advanced course have successfully applied to do MA's at 
Brighton, Anglia and Kingston. Other students have gone on to work as illustrators, sometimes 
choosing to maintain their links with the course while working. 
Your tutor can advise you about where to go next. There are also other specialist classes that 
take place over half term and the summer school. PSAD also offer a part-time two year Diploma 
course. 
 
General Information:  
Putney School of Art & Design Art Shop on site: opening hours:  
9.45am-10.30am, 1.45pm-2.30pm (Sat 1.15pm-2.15pm), 6.30pm-7.15pm (except Friday’s & 
Saturday’s).  
10% discount from most local art suppliers with PSAD Student Card. 
Free WIFI with no password to access images. 
Art reference library and student PC and photocopier. 
Café and balcony serving hot lunches and homemade cakes. 
All students are invited to submit one piece of art work to the annual Student Summer Exhibition 
there may also be class shows throughout the year. 
N.B There will be cleaning up time as part of each lesson so that students and tutors can leave 
on time. 
For pottery and printing subjects all students will be given a free mask and gloves at the start of 
the course. 
 
Term Dates:  
Mon 18 September – Sat 16 December 2017 (half term Mon 23 October – Sun 29 October) 
Fri 5 January – Thurs 29 March 2018 (half term Mon 12 February – Sun 18 February) 
Mon 16 April – Sat 14 July 2018 (half term Mon 28 May – Sun 3 June) 
 
PSAD, Oxford Road, London SW15 2LQ, 020 8788 9145, 
putneyschoolartanddesign@wandsworth.gov.uk , www.enablelc.org/PSADenrol 
 
 
Prices correct from June 2017 
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