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Course Introduction to Digital Photography  [Level 1] 
6 weeks from 18th April, 10am – 1pm  
Tutor: Nick Cobb 
 
What level is the course and do I need any particular skills? 
Level 1 Beginners with digital. No knowledge of cameras or Photoshop is necessary but basic 
computer skills are useful. 
 
What is the course about and how will I learn? 
 
This course introduces you to the workings of a digital camera and how to improve, The course is 
designed for those who own a digital camera [but this is not essential – you can borrow a camera] 
and want to maximise its potential and learn the fundamental skills to improve your digital 
photography. The aim is to enable learners to take better pictures by demystifying some of the 
elements of photography [e.g. composition, quality of light, form, texture etc.] making the process 
as simple as possible. Students will come away with the necessary skills to fully operate their 
digital camera.  
 
Through class room based teaching using a wall screen and computers. We will go through all  
the basic settings on the camera and much more.  Also, you will be introduced to the work of 
established photographers to gain a deeper understanding of composition and the use of natural 
light. In a group we will look at your pictures to give practical criticism and feedback.  
 
What will I achieve? 
 
You will learn how to fully operate the essentials of your digital camera and use the manual 
setting to get the correct exposure. The fundamentals in photography will be covered from 
understanding the relationship between ISO, F-stops [aperture] & shutter speeds to focus and 
white balance settings. You will learn different camera settings to understand best practice and 
look at how to deal with different light sources outdoors and indoors. You will gain an 
understanding of composition and how filters and lenses enhance imagery.  
 
In Adobe Photoshop you will find out how to crop and how to change light & colour in both subtle 
and dramatic ways.  
Will there be any work outside the class? 
 
Homework tasks are offered. To gain practice with your camera we do practical sessions 
outdoors in the local area and one in central London.  



 

 

 
 
What to bring to the first session: 
 
You will need to bring your digital camera (please also bring the camera’s instruction booklet) but 
you do not have to own the Photoshop software to participate in the course. 
 

Are there any other costs? 

It is possible to use the inkjet printer which incurs a cost in ink and paper. 
 
 
What can I do after completing the course? 
 
You can move onto a Digital Photography Level 1 or your tutor can also advise you further.  
There are also other specialist classes that take place over half term and the summer school. 
PSAD also offer a part-time two year Diploma course. 

 
 
General Information: 
  
Putney School of Art & Design Art Shop on site: opening hours:  
9.45am-10.30am, 1.45pm-2.30pm, 6.30pm-7.15pm.  
10% discount from most local art suppliers with PSAD Student Card. 
Free WIFI with no password to access images. 
Art reference library and student PC and photocopier. 
Café and balcony serving hot lunches and homemade cakes. 
All students are invited to submit one piece of art work to the annual Student Summer Exhibition 
there may also be class shows throughout the year. 
For pottery and printing subjects all students will be given a free mask and gloves at the start of 
the course. 
 
 
Term Dates:  
 
Mon 18 September – Sat 16 December 2017 (half term Mon 23 October – Sun 29 October) 
Fri 5 January – Thurs 29 March 2018 (half term Mon 12 February – Sun 18 February) 
Mon 16 April – Sat 14 July 2018 (half term Mon 28 May – Sun 3 June) 
 
 
 
 
PSAD, Oxford Road, London SW15 2LQ, 020 8788 9145, 
putneyschoolartanddesign@wandsworth.gov.uk , www.enablelc.org/PSADenrol 
 
 
Prices correct from June 2017 
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