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Course Title: Introduction to Painting Graham Cole 
Tutor: Graham Cole 
 
What level is the course and do I need any particular skills? 

 
 Beginners – This termly course is designed for the student with little or no painting 

experience, although it might prove useful to those who would like to add a little more 

structure to their painting knowledge. Projects and exercises within the course will be 

broad-based and inclusive. 
 
What is the course about and how will I learn? 

 
 Students will be alerted to the properties and power of paint; about differing media and surfaces, 
the handling of brushes and pigments as well as basic colour theory. Drawing skills will underpin 
the course; allied to these will be the development of hand-to-eye co-ordination and the ability to 
compose an image. It is anticipated that acrylic will be promoted as the principal medium to begin 
with, as this will require much less technical knowledge, but information will be imparted 
regarding all painting media, including oil, watercolour and pastel, as the course progresses.  

The course will consist of projects and exercises which will acquaint the student with 

paint and its properties. Some of these will be practical exercises in employing paint, 

colour mixing, exploring tone etc, others will be allied to study of still life forms, the 

human form and other subject matter, with possible forays into more imaginative areas. 

Students are likely to progress towards colour from monochrome beginnings. Reference 

will be made at all times to master paintings, and time will be set aside at the end of 

each class for student evaluation of work in a lively, congenial and non-judgemental 

setting 
 
 
What will I achieve? 

 
 Students will learn how to exploit paint’s potential to be both transparent and opaque, exploring a 
range of painting techniques. Students will be taught skills such as composition, colour balance, 
proportion, perspective, form, tone, line drawing, and methods of organising the palette.  

The aim of the course is to help you develop your skill as a painter and also improve 

your drawing skills. 

Will there be any work outside the class? 
Acrylic and other paints are available from the school shop, as are other materials. A list of the 
basic materials will be distributed at the start of the course, to be added to where necessary.  

For the 1st class please bring a selection of soft drawing pencils (2B-6B), soft eraser, 

masking tape or bulldog clips 
 . 

 

 

 



 

What to bring to the first session: 

Acrylic and other paints are available from the school shop, as are other materials. A list of the 
basic materials will be distributed at the start of the course, to be added to where necessary.  

For the 1st class please bring a selection of soft drawing pencils (2B-6B), soft eraser, 

masking tape or bulldog clips 

Your tutor will discuss with you what you will need for subsequent classes. 

Are there any other costs? 

 
Mono-printing is charged at £1 per session towards ink costs 

Extra Model fees are split between the class as well as resources that the tutor chooses to buy 

for the group. Photocopies: 10p for A4 and 20p for A3 
 
What can I do after completing the course? 
 
The course should open the door to a vast range of activities and courses within the college. 
Certainly, courses in Oil Painting and Watercolour would be a logical next step, as would the 
more general Drawing and Painting courses.  
Your tutor can advise you further about where to go next.  
There are also other specialist classes that take place over half term and the summer school. 
PSAD also offer a part-time two year Diploma course.  

Students interested in applying for Art College should consider the part-time Diploma 

course. 
 
General Information:  
 
Putney School of Art & Design Art Shop on site: opening hours:  
9.45am-10.30am, 1.45pm-2.30pm, 6.30pm-7.15pm.  
10% discount from most local art suppliers with PSAD Student Card. 
Free WIFI with no password to access images. 
Art reference library and student PC and photocopier. 
Café and balcony serving hot lunches and homemade cakes. 
All students are invited to submit one piece of art work to the annual Student Summer Exhibition 
there may also be class shows throughout the year. 
For pottery and printing subjects all students will be given a free mask and gloves at the start of 
the course. 
 
Term Dates: 
  
Mon 18 September – Sat 16 December 2017 (half term Mon 23 October – Sun 29 October) 
Fri 5 January – Thurs 29 March 2018 (half term Mon 12 February – Sun 18 February) 
Mon 16 April – Sat 14 July 2018 (half term Mon 28 May – Sun 3 June) 
 
 
PSAD, Oxford Road, London SW15 2LQ, 020 8788 9145, 
putneyschoolartanddesign@wandsworth.gov.uk , www.enablelc.org/PSADenrol 
 
 
Prices correct from June 2017 
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