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Course Title: Life and Figure Drawing 
Tutor: Annabel Cullen 
 
What level is the course and do I need any particular skills? 
All levels 
 
What is the course about and how will I learn? 

 
 This is a wide-ranging, structured life drawing course suitable for all levels and especially for 
those who have general drawing skills but have not drawn the figure very much. This class will 
look at the broader context of the practice of life drawing. So in addition to working from the nude, 
with attention to basic anatomy, we will study the clothed figure, observing the fall and tension of 
the clothing, and placing the model in the surrounding context. The course will include work on 
individual portraiture, together with consideration of groups of figures, their interaction and spatial 
context, and compositional ideas.  
The emphasis throughout is on close observation. You will also be encouraged to draw from an 
empathetic response to a pose and to train your visual memory. The course could be useful if you 
are already making paintings and want to include figures in your work.  
You will be taught on a whole class basis as to the theme of each session, but with one-to-one 
feedback during the class and regular informal group discussion and review of the morning’s 
work. We will look at the work of other artists as relevant to the theme of the session. 
 
 
What will I achieve? 

 
 You will learn how to convey the character and energy of a pose, through understanding the 
importance of shape and proportion, and gesture. You will learn to appreciate and represent 
volume and to consider the figure in relation to his/her surroundings. The use of line and tone to 
model the form and create space will be explored in a variety of ways and through different 
media. 

Will there be any work outside the class? 

 

 You may be asked to bring in objects/tools of your own from time to time. There may also be 

some general art based research or practice required over the term. 
 . 

What to bring to the first session: 

 Bring to the first class any drawing materials you possess; paper and other items can be 
purchased from the school shop. Basic kit should include HB, 2B and 4B pencils, an eraser, 
willow charcoal, some soft cloth, sharpener or knife, a couple of bulldog clips or masking tape. 

 
Your tutor will discuss with you what you will need for subsequent classes. 

 



 

Are there any other costs? 

 
Mono-printing is charged at £1 per session towards ink costs 

Extra Model fees are split between the class as well as resources that the tutor chooses to buy 

for the group. Photocopies: 10p for A4 and 20p for A3 
 
What can I do after completing the course? 
 
Drawing the figure is a good basis for many other courses - you may decide to focus on 
portraiture, apply what you have learned to book illustration, continue with further life drawing, 
ceramic sculpture, printmaking or a painting course. 
Your tutor can advise you about where to go next. There are also other specialist classes that 
take place over half term and the summer school. PSAD also offer a part-time two year Diploma 
course. 
 
 
General Information:  
 
Putney School of Art & Design Art Shop on site: opening hours:  
9.45am-10.30am, 1.45pm-2.30pm, 6.30pm-7.15pm.  
10% discount from most local art suppliers with PSAD Student Card. 
Free WIFI with no password to access images. 
Art reference library and student PC and photocopier. 
Café and balcony serving hot lunches and homemade cakes. 
All students are invited to submit one piece of art work to the annual Student Summer Exhibition 
there may also be class shows throughout the year. 
For pottery and printing subjects all students will be given a free mask and gloves at the start of 
the course. 
 
  
 
Term Dates: 
  
Mon 18 September – Sat 16 December 2017 (half term Mon 23 October – Sun 29 October) 
Fri 5 January – Thurs 29 March 2018 (half term Mon 12 February – Sun 18 February) 
Mon 16 April – Sat 14 July 2018 (half term Mon 28 May – Sun 3 June) 
 

 
 
PSAD, Oxford Road, London SW15 2LQ, 020 8788 9145, 
putneyschoolartanddesign@wandsworth.gov.uk , www.enablelc.org/PSADenrol 
 
 
Prices correct from June 2017 
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