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Course Level 1 Digital Photography and basic Photoshop editing 
Tutor: Nick Cobb 
 
What level is the course and do I need any particular skills? 
Beginners [although you may be experienced analogue photographers] 

 
What is the course about and how will I learn? 
 

We spend the first few weeks concentrating on the cameras exposure settings. This is the 
relationship between shutterspeed, aperture and ISO. This jargon is broken down and studied 
individually with practical activities [out and about whenever possible] before putting it all 
together. 
There are other camera settings to get to know to and these are highlighted as we go along. We 
look at how different lenses and filters can help you with your area of interest in photography be it 
travel, portrait or landscape etc. 
 
Alongside this we engage in an ongoing critique of composition and related themes such as 
texture and narrative, the 'elements' that go into making an individual photograph a success. You 
will find you can understand and explain what is working in your photos [and your fellow students] 
and this encourages new directions in your work. 
 
We use Photoshop to see how to improve the look of a photograph. You do not need to buy it as 
other basic editing software will do at this stage. We do a little each week in the early part of the 
course and more after half term. Cropping can help you to understand composition issues such 
as cutting out distracting elements from the outer areas of your image so the viewer concentrates 
on the subject. Then there are improvements to contrast [light/dark issues] and colour. Would a 
photo look better in black and white? And maybe there is some fun photoshop editing one can do 
too like collage? 
 
 

What will I achieve? 
You will learn how to fully operate the essentials of your digital camera and use the manual 
setting to get the correct exposure. The fundamentals in photography will be covered from 
understanding the relationship between ISO, F-stops [aperture] & shutter speeds to focus and 
white balance settings. You will learn different camera settings to understand best practice and 
look at how to deal with different light sources outdoors and indoors. You will gain an 
understanding of composition and how filters and lenses enhance imagery.  
 
 



 

 

In Adobe Photoshop the essentials of this complex but terrific editing software will be 
explained and simplified to gain the best results for your images. You will find out how to 
crop, change image size, save & print. We will explore how to change light & colour in 
both subtle and dramatic ways. We will cover how to select certain areas and introduce 
collage and working in layers.  
 

Will there be any work outside the class? 

Yes, we aim to get out to local and West End locations on about 4 occassions 

What to bring to the first session: 
You will need some sort of portable memory.  If you have the software, you may bring your own 
laptop, however, it is not necessary.  Your camera [but we do have cameras to borrow if 
necessary].  
 

Are there any other costs? 
 
Mono-printing is charged at £1 per session towards ink costs 
Extra Model fees are split between the class as well as resources that the tutor chooses to buy 
for the group. Photocopies: 10p for A4 and 20p for A3 
 
 
What can I do after completing the course? 
 

Level 2 Photography 
 
General Information: 
  
Putney School of Art & Design Art Shop on site: opening hours:  
9.45am-10.30am, 1.45pm-2.30pm, 6.30pm-7.15pm.  
10% discount from most local art suppliers with PSAD Student Card. 
Free WIFI with no password to access images. 
Art reference library and student PC and photocopier. 
Café and balcony serving hot lunches and homemade cakes. 
All students are invited to submit one piece of art work to the annual Student Summer Exhibition 
there may also be class shows throughout the year. 
For pottery and printing subjects all students will be given a free mask and gloves at the start of 
the course. 
 
 
Term Dates:  
 
Mon 18 September – Sat 16 December 2017 (half term Mon 23 October – Sun 29 October) 
Fri 5 January – Thurs 29 March 2018 (half term Mon 12 February – Sun 18 February) 
Mon 16 April – Sat 14 July 2018 (half term Mon 28 May – Sun 3 June) 
 
 
 
 
PSAD, Oxford Road, London SW15 2LQ, 020 8788 9145, 
putneyschoolartanddesign@wandsworth.gov.uk , www.enablelc.org/PSADenrol 
 
 
Prices correct from June 2017 
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