
Parks news #1 – You and your parks 

 

Neighbourhood Parks News - welcome to issue number 1 
 
 
This newsletter aims to bridge a gap between those of you who visit and enjoy the 

parks on your doorsteps and the parks development team. We are part of Enable 

Leisure and Culture, and we run and manage the parks on behalf of Wandsworth 

Council. 
 
 
Our focus is on local neighbourhood parks. While we are lucky to enjoy several 

Commons and Battersea Park in the borough, Parks News #1 looks closer to home 

at the small and local green places. We report on parks developments featuring 

improvements already under way and works in plan.   
 
 
Comments and feedback from park visitors are welcomed. 
 
 
 

You and your parks 

�  A few words from some Friends of  parks groups 

�  ‘Summer in the Parks’ survey 2015 

A brief view of the feedback from this summer’s local parks survey 

 

Green places 

�  What has been going on in our local parks 

Pics and info about the developments that happened this year 

�  Winter works coming soon 
Info about the works that have begun in some of the local parks, to explain 
what’s going on, pictured here before work starts 

 

Teams at work in the parks 

�  Parks and Events Police Service 

�  Parks Development Team 

�  Parks Operations Team 

Who we are, what we do, how to contact us 
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�  A few words from some Friends of parks groups 

Friends of Fred Wells Gardens 

tfofwg@gmail.com 

@FredWellsGardens 

Find Friends of the Fred Wells Gardens on Facebook 

Our goals are to enhance the green space of the Fred Wells Gardens so that it 

delights and brings pleasure to the local community. We used grants to improve areas 

in the gardens by creating flower beds and putting in colourful, wildlife friendly plants. 

We created a wildflower area and planted bulbs. We run gardening club activities with 

the Katherine Low Settlement and help organise an annual Easter egg hunt in the 

Gardens. 
 
 

The Pleasance 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/DHplayspae 

dhplayspace@gmail.com. 

DH Play is the group for Dover House play space at the Pleasance. We are a group 

of residents who worked with the council to develop a play area in the Dover House 

estate's Pleasance park. Our members inspect the equipment and are working with 

the council to develop the play area for the future. DH Play organised a bulb 

planting day in October, adding yet more spring and early summer colour. 
 
 

Friends of Wandsworth Park 

www.facebook.com/wandsworthpark 

friendsofwandsworthpark@gmail.com 

Twitter: @wandsworthpark 

Membership: Colm Lynch, Treasurer, The Hop Pole, 64 Putney Bridge Road, SW18 1HR.  

Formed in June, 2014, FOWP has over 100 members and meets regularly. The group 

identifies and works towards park improvements, such as drinking fountain and litter 

bins, surveys of wildlife and interpretation, volunteering, and much more. 
 
 

For events in Battersea Park and other parks and to sign up for regular news - 

http://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/info/200330/events_in_battersea_park 
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�  ‘Summer in the Parks ’ survey 2015 

From June to the end of August the survey was advertised through Wandsworth 

Council website and posters around the parks, and supplemented by ‘road shows’ 

when parks officers visited local neighbourhood parks and talked with park visitors.  

The survey sought a qualitative response on how residents view local parks. 
 

 

We identified seven areas of comments and feedback - 
 

· Value of neighbourhood parks - A specific question was put and the response was 

overwhelmingly appreciative of small and local parks as integral to people’s lives 

for a wide variety of reasons and purposes 

· Infrastructure, provision and maintenance - Comments were tolerant on park 

furniture, surfaces, litter and repair in view of the amount of use our parks get 

but noted plenty of points for improvement 

· Children’s play opportunities – Views were divided between those who adore the 

playgrounds for the use the children make of them, and those who saw a need 

for greater challenges, more diversity and provision for different age ranges 

· Horticultural maintenance - Our local parks can be a source of great pleasure in 

the enjoyment of seasonal colour and changes, and for being amongst trees and 

flowers. When standards fall short of these expectations the parks look unloved 

and quickly become unused. 

· Behaviour of park visitors  - Many people value the local park as a friendly place 

where you meet neighbours or other dog walkers, where all the children play 

together and where memorable fun events take place. The other side is the 

antisocial behaviour of some visitors. 

· Dogs - Dog walkers and their dogs are among the most regular and frequent 

visitors to parks. Dogs need exercise and the regular presence makes parks safer.  

The down side is the dog fouling and irresponsible dog walkers who don’t pick 

up after their pets or don’t keep them under control. 

· Facilities for adults - Local parks provide a lot for adults as well as children areas 

or facilities that enable social, active, natural, relaxing,   
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Where to next? 

Here are a few of our ideas - 

· This Parks newsletter round-up 

· More direct, better ways to keep in contact with park visitors . . .  

· Further analysis of the feedback will highlight specific tasks 

· Repeat survey / consultation / ‘road show’ contact with park visitors 

· Responsible dog walking campaign for 2016 

 

 

 

Funding for local groups in parks 

Funding opportunities are out there for parks. This example is closer to home - 

� Wandsworth Council provides funding grants to groups benefitting the 

local community. 

� Three categories - small up to £1000, intermediate up to £5000, and main up to 

£15,000 requiring match funding. 

� Two rounds per year, opening in September and March 

� Applications must be endorsed by an elected ward councillor 

� Projects should enhance at least one of the Council’s stated 

priorities.  

For more information see  www.wandsworth.gov.uk\wgf 

 
 

Where a Friends group exists for a park, we can work together to raise money for the 

plans and improvements.  So, if your plans include a local park, speak to us first before 

applying for this or any funding 
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Green places 

�  What has been going on in our local parks 

 

 
Christchurch Gardens in Battersea houses the Citizens of Battersea war memorial 

unveiled in 1952.  In 2015 English Heritage awarded Grade 2 listing to the shelter and 

plaque. The memorial is dedicated to all the people of Battersea who lost their lives in 

the Second World War. Renovation in 2014 included removing the hedge along 

Battersea Park Road and replanting the rose beds 

 

 

Shillington Gardens, Battersea.  The shrubberies and sitting out areas were renovated 

earlier this year but they attracted some unwanted attention – hence the chestnut paling 

fencing.  The fencing will be removed once the shrubs are firmly bedded in.  Picnic 

tables were another new introduction and they are usually busy 
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The seating shelter in Coronation Gardens, Southfields, has been cleaned up, given a 

new coat of white paint and generally revitalised.  The ornamental rose beds have been 

replanted with fresh stock. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New gate at Harroway Gardens, Battersea.  The rebuild of Caius House youth centre on 

Yelverton Road made space for a second entrance gate into Harroway Gardens. This gate 

leads into the children’s playground. Please use this gate as well.  Dogs are not allowed 

in any children’s playground. 
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Heathbrook Park, Battersea 

Trees and shrubs in the central island bed were cleared in January and replanted in 

March this year. Children from Heathbrook School helped.  This will add colour for much 

of the year – in addition to the spring bulbs on the main stretch of grass.   

 

 
 

January 2015 when old shrubs were cleared . . .  and in late 2015 after summer replanting  
 
 
 
 

York Gardens Thames Tunnel works  

Last year some very large trees were planted. This work was carried out by Thames 

Tideway Tunnel. Over the next few years Thames Tideway Tunnel work will have an 

impact on the pumping station that juts into the park. The intention is that the trees 

should quickly provide a screen for the works going on there. 

 

       
Trees newly planted, early 2014 . . . and the trees again, late 2015 
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Leader’s Gardens, Putney - new piece of play equipment 
 

 
 

Funding from the Marathon Trust helped us provide a new piece in placed of the 

worn out climbing frame.  Other playgrounds improvements were 

�   Swaby Gardens and King George’s Park, SW18, both have new roundabouts with 

level walk-on access 

�   Bramford Gardens and St Mark’s on Wandsworth Common each have new pieces     

of sensory play (noise games) 

 

 

�  Winter works coming soon 
 

 
 

Bramford Gardens, Wandsworth - additional planting to the southern bed by the 

railway wall and community garden. This area will provide woodland planting under the 

trees.  See also the Bramford Community Garden.  
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At Montefiore Gardens , Battersea - the plan for additional planting will bring in more 

colour.  A new Dutch technique of perennial bedding is being tried out which, once 

established, reduces maintenance. includes sedum, stachys, geranium, alchemilla, nepeta, 

salvias 
 
 

 
 

Coronation Gardens, Southfields - the old disused toilet block has finally been removed.  

A new shrub hedge has been planted along the brick wall. The shrubs, a selection of 

escalonia, abelia, syringa, viburnums pyracantha, and philadelphus, will provide colour 

and variety throughout the year. 
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Latchmere Recreation Ground, Battersea - the tarmac surface has gone and will be 

seeded with grass this autumn.  The area will be out of bounds for a while.  Do you 

recall when or why the tarmac was put into this park? Let us know. 
 
 

 
 
We hope to open up the Latchmere Passage through Falcon Park, Battersea, remove railings 

and tarmac, and install a few play pieces.  These measures would enhance the green route from 

Latchmere Road to Clapham Junction station and would make the park more welcoming for 

visitors and commuters passing through.  Contact us for more details. 
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Snippets 
 
Heathbrook Park - The ball court inside the park was renovated in June and is open 

for public use except when the youth club is in session.  A fourth gate was opened 

permanently this year. There are two gates in St Rule Street, one on Portslade Road, 

and one on Westbury Estate off the Wandsworth Road. 
 
Garratt Green - Local rugby club Battersea Ironsides who regularly play at Garratt Green 

will use the building formerly known as the scouts hut for their changing room on site. 
 
Wandsworth Park - Community Pay Back Team finished repainting the park railings 

along Northfields. Phase two, park railings along Putney Bridge Road, may start in spring 

2016.  Following consultation with local amenity groups we do not have their support 

for the replanting proposals as advertised in the park. As a direct result of this it is not 

appropriate to continue to implement the plans. 
 
Putney Park Lane - Following consultation to tackle traffic, the carriageway width will be 

narrowed for a short distance, allowing pedestrian access along the widened grass 

verge.  A row of wooden bollards and a ditch and bank will protect the grass, with 

passing places built in. 
 
At King George’s Park – This park has grown bit by bit since its inception in 1923.  It is 

a long green park in the lower Wandle valley and as such has great diversity of features, 

access points, impacts from outside the park, and many visitors.  At the north end in the 

next few years work on the Thames Tideway Tunnel will begin to have a big impact on 

the park. Meanwhile, at the south end, site of the former Army Forms Depot has 

become new flats with frontage directly onto the park.  Consultants will be appointed to 

draw up a management plan for this park. 
  

Furzedown Recreation Ground - The wildflower meadow sown over the summer 

survived a drought and is now producing lush green growth.  Meanwhile, however, 

some opportunist weeds have got in and need to be removed before they take over at 

the expense of flowers. 
 
Upper Tooting Park - Following consultation, plans will move ahead to make the 

playground more accessible by removing steps, replacing some of the play equipment, 

and renewing the soft surface in the toddler area 
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Teams at work in the parks 

�  Parks and Events Police 
Wandsworth Council has re-introduced the Events Police team in place of the disbanded Met 

Police Safer Parks Team.  Parks and Events Police are seconded to work with Enable and will 

cover small parks as well as the large parks and events sites 

Text or phone the patrolling mobile – 07500 959442 

For general enquiries – 020-8871 7532 

101 for non-emergency calls 
 

�  Parks Operations Teams 
- are responsible for day to day maintenance of green places, managing the parks and 

cemeteries maintenance contracts, both routine “by order” works, issuing penalty notices for any 

performance failures. 

�  Parks Development Team 
- gathers the information to create the management plans, consults with park visitors to design 

the longer term improvements; works with community groups to find funding to put our joint 

ideas into action. 

Does your park need a Friend? We’re keen to hear from people who visit and value their local 

park, and want to help. Contact us and talk over what’s involved 

 
 

Your chance to feedback 
What do you want to tell us about small local parks? What do you want us to tell you about 

small local parks? What’s the best way of us communicating about small local parks? 

Contact the Parks Development Team at  

www.enablelc.org parks@wandsworth.gov.uk  
or 020 8871 7530 @WBCParksService 

 

 

 

 managed by   


