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What level is the course and do I need any particular skills?  
Beginners 
What is the course about and how will I learn?  
This course is an introduction to illustration and will enable students to respond to a variety of briefs and 
work to deadlines. This course would be great either for students who are new to illustration and want to 
learn more about it, or for students who have done a little bit and want to explore their style. The aim of the 
course is to gain confidence in drawing and illustrating through exploring different techniques. The areas 
covered include editorial illustration, children’s book illustration, cards, posters etc.  Sessions start with a 
discussion of student work in response to the current brief. This is an opportunity for everyone to be 
inspired by the different approaches to a single brief within the class and to learn to look critically at the 
effectiveness of the work. With a combination of practical demonstrations, group activities and one-to-one 
tutorials, there is also the opportunity for drawing days either working in the studio or out on location.  
Throughout the course, students will be given the opportunity to look at work by commercial illustrators and 
to understand what makes an illustration effective. 
 
What will I achieve?  
Students will be introduced to different materials and encouraged to experiment with a variety of ways of 
working including drawing based media such as pen and ink and wash, printmaking techniques and collage. 
They will also be given top tips for using Photoshop for illustrators. Students will get to work on character 
and composition, storyboarding, how text and image work together and will learn how to develop an idea 
from rough to final piece.  The purpose of this course is to help students to identify and develop a personal 
approach to creating images. Students will be encouraged to experiment with varying materials and working 
processes throughout the course. This means that the choice of materials will change with each individual 
and will depend on what we are working on for each session. 
 
What to bring to the first session:  
Please bring to the first class any drawing materials you possess; paper and other items can be purchased 
from the school shop.  Essential materials include H, HB, and 2B pencils, sable brushes, eraser, pencil 
sharpener, black ink and a sketchbook. Essential requirements for most illustration students and practising 
illustrators are; Watercolours, Gouache, Inks, Pastels, Coloured Pencils, Acrylics, Scotch Tape, Masking Tape. 
You are advised to wait until the first class when art materials, including appropriate sketchbooks, will be 
discussed 
General Information:    
Putney School of Art & Design Art Shop on site: opening hours:  9.45am-10.30am, 1.45pm-2.30pm, 6.30pm-
7.15pm.  10% discount from most local art suppliers with PSAD Student Card. Free WIFI with no password to 
access images. Café and balcony serving hot lunches and homemade cakes.  
All students are invited to submit one piece of art work to the annual Student Summer Exhibition there may 
also be class shows throughout the year. For pottery and printing subjects all students will be given a free 
mask and gloves at the start of the course.  
Photocopies and printing from a memory stick at the school: 10p for A4 and 20p for A3 
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