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What level is the course and do I need any particular skills?  
All levels 
 
What is the course about and how will I learn?  
This course will be of interest to students new to using pastels as well as the more experienced practitioner. 
The course will explore the application of both chalk and oil pastels and an introduction into papers and 
surfaces.  
Pastel can often be under rated and as a result often features less in some drawing and painting courses; but 
a major strength of pastel is that it can be seen as both a drawing and a painting medium.   
The course will be taught by Shaun Carey, a tutor who currently teaches life drawing and drawing at PSAD. 
As well as his own work Shaun will be referring to and incorporating the working methods in the sessions of 
artists such as, Redon, Kitaj, DeKooning, Rego, and Degas. 
 
What will I achieve?  
Pastels are ideal for sketching, perfect for capturing light and movement and also for more developed 
results. The course will include the opportunity to experiment with different ways of applying the medium as 
well as papers and surfaces. There will be the opportunity to experiment as well as produce more developed 
pieces of work and a choice of subjects which will include still life,  transcription, portraiture, landscape as 
well as exploring a more abstract methods.  
The aim of the course is to help you develop your observational skills whilst giving you the confident to 
explore drawing with pastels.  It is suitable for any students wanting to improve existing skills as well as for 
beginners. The class offers a supportive environment with assistance and encouragement from your tutor. 
What to bring to the first session:  
You do not need to buy everything in advance and the tutor will be happy to advise you.  Please bring chalk 
pastels if you have them. Otherwise, for the first session a limited range of colours will be needed including - 
Most pastel sets include these or other tints. There are boxes of pastels available in the school shop. If 
buying for the first time I would suggest that you only buy a small set – 12 to 20 for example – you can 
always buy other individual colours and tints from art suppliers as you go along.  Paper: A pastel pad with a 
range of tones (A4 or A3). A4 is a manageable size when working on location. You can buy individual A2 
sheets of pastel paper in the school shop  Fixative (or hairspray - a much cheaper alternative)  Two bulldog 
clips 
General Information:    
Putney School of Art & Design Art Shop on site: opening hours:  9.45am-10.30am, 1.45pm-2.30pm, 6.30pm-
7.15pm.  10% discount from most local art suppliers with PSAD Student Card. Free WIFI with no password to 
access images. Café and balcony serving hot lunches and homemade cakes.  
All students are invited to submit one piece of art work to the annual Student Summer Exhibition there may 
also be class shows throughout the year. For pottery and printing subjects all students will be given a free 
mask and gloves at the start of the course.  
Photocopies and printing from a memory stick at the school: 10p for A4 and 20p for A3 
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