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What level is the course and do I need any particular skills?  
All levels 
 
What is the course about and how will I learn?  
New students can join any of the advertised courses at the start of each term. Every tutor will provide an 
induction to the pottery facilities including the studio and glaze room as well as demonstrate key methods of 
construction, and a range of decorating and glazing techniques.  
 Some tutors specialize in hand building and others in throwing and although you will be shown all the 
techniques as part of the induction process you might wish to specialize at a later date and your tutor can 
advise you about the most appropriate class ( see * and ** above).   
Continuing students or students with experience, in discussion with the tutor, will have the opportunity to 
develop their own projects and areas of interest; this will include agreeing individual objectives and making a 
plan to achieve the outcomes. You will be encouraged to record your ideas and track your progress by 
keeping notes and making sketches and photographic records. Your tutor will give you individual practical 
and technical support when required as well as encouraging you to refer to the work of ceramic artists and 
craftsmen and women 
 
What will I achieve?  
The courses are practical and cover all the basic construction techniques: Pinching, coiling, slab building, and 
working from moulds; and there will be a basic introduction to throwing on the wheel. In addition, you will 
be given a good grounding in clay preparation, the working properties of clay, different clay bodies, and basic 
decorating and glazing techniques. 
 
What to bring to the first session:  
For the first lesson please bring a notebook / sketchbook and something to write with; a digital camera or 
camera phone is useful to record of your work.  Basic hand tools can be bought from the school shop but 
there are also some communal tools available to start with. Materials such as clay, slips and glazes are 
provided and a charge is made based on the weight of your work prior to firing. 
 
General Information:    
Putney School of Art & Design Art Shop on site: opening hours:  9.45am-10.30am, 1.45pm-2.30pm, 6.30pm-
7.15pm.  10% discount from most local art suppliers with PSAD Student Card. Free WIFI with no password to 
access images. Café and balcony serving hot lunches and homemade cakes.  
All students are invited to submit one piece of art work to the annual Student Summer Exhibition there may 
also be class shows throughout the year. For pottery and printing subjects all students will be given a free 
mask and gloves at the start of the course.  
Photocopies and printing from a memory stick at the school: 10p for A4 and 20p for A3 
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