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What level is the course and do I need any particular skills?  
All levels 
 
What is the course about and how will I learn?  
Etching is an artistic discipline by which images can be created on metal using a variety of different 
processes, including the use of acid, then printed onto specialized printmaking papers.  Multiple prints can 
be made from a plate to form a limited edition of work, each one of which is an ‘original print’.  Etching has a 
long history and prints are still created in much the same way as they were by artists such as Rembrandt, 
Goya and Picasso. Thus showing the huge potential and creativity of a process that is still used today to 
create contemporary artworks. (Ref: William Kentridge, Emma Stibbon, Norman Ackroyd).  You will be 
taught on a one to one, or small group basis, through demonstrations and tutorials. And encouraged to 
share ideas and discussion with other students as well as the tutor.  NOTE: Asthma sufferers may be affected 
adversely by some of the chemicals used in the etching process. If you are pregnant you may need to take 
medical advice before enrolling on the course. As part of the course you will be given an ILP (Individual 
Learning Plan) to help you on your learning journey, it’s an opportunity for you and your tutor to record the 
progress you have made and what to focus on by the end of the course. 
 
What will I achieve?  
On this course you will learn:  1. Plate preparation.  2. Methods of etching including: hard ground, soft 
ground, sugar-lift aquatint, drypoint.  3. Methods of printing including: double plate registration & chine 
colle.  4. How to do a graphite transfer.  5. How to select appropriate methods of working to achieve your 
desired results.   
As a beginner you will be taught all the basic processes to enable you to work independently. And with the 
support of the tutor, to select methods with which you can create your own etchings. As a more experienced 
printmaker you will be able to discuss your projects and ideas on a 1:1 basis with the tutor, to enable you to 
stretch your skills and ideas and gain advice on how to achieve them 
 
What to bring to the first session:  
No special tools required at the start of the course, basic etching tools are available to borrow until students 
purchase their own, and can select the ones most relevant to their own practice. More experienced students 
should bring their tools, and any ongoing plates etc. to the first session 
 
General Information:    
Putney School of Art & Design Art Shop on site: opening hours:  9.45am-10.30am, 1.45pm-2.30pm, 6.30pm-
7.15pm.  10% discount from most local art suppliers with PSAD Student Card. Free WIFI with no password to 
access images. Café and balcony serving hot lunches and homemade cakes.  
All students are invited to submit one piece of art work to the annual Student Summer Exhibition there may 
also be class shows throughout the year. For pottery and printing subjects all students will be given a free 
mask and gloves at the start of the course.  
Photocopies and printing from a memory stick at the school: 10p for A4 and 20p for A3 
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