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What level is the course and do I need any particular skills?  
All levels 
 
What is the course about and how will I learn?  
In this course you will explore the possibilities and limitations of clay: terracotta/white/crank/mixed body. 
You will do this through a variety of structured exercises based on direct observation from the life model. 
These will incorporate timed work (short poses), constructing/building in clay, anatomical studies (hands & 
feet) and working on longer poses over a period of weeks. You will gain a basic understanding of how to 
render proportion and will learn how to apply perspective. We will look at the revealing effects of light on 
surface texture (form) and how to convey a sense of movement, tension and emotional depth in the clay 
figure.  You will learn through the process of making a series of clay studies; each encounter with the work 
you make and your subject of study will challenge you in a different way. Using the learning resources in the 
School, and with group visits, we will look at a broad range of figure sculptures made from early civilisation 
up to the present day. This will help to give an art-historical context to work made in the studio sessions. This 
will help to give an art - historical context to work made in the studio sessions.  
 
What will I achieve?  
As the course progress, students will be encouraged to apply their acquired knowledge into producing an 
ongoing body of sculptural work based on their own ideas. You will learn to prepare clay work for firing and 
to select appropriate tools. Your work will be regularly analyzed and discussed with both your tutor and in a 
group environment.  This course aims to encourage students to develop a confident individual response to 
their subject matter. 
 
What to bring to the first session:  
The main materials that you will be using are provided here at the school. However, further into  
the course you may decide that you require more specialist sculpting tools, in which case your  
tutor will be happy to assist you. There is a charge made by weight on all pieces made at the  
school. 
 
General Information:    
Putney School of Art & Design Art Shop on site: opening hours:  9.45am-10.30am, 1.45pm-2.30pm, 6.30pm-
7.15pm.  10% discount from most local art suppliers with PSAD Student Card. Free WIFI with no password to 
access images. Café and balcony serving hot lunches and homemade cakes.  
All students are invited to submit one piece of art work to the annual Student Summer Exhibition there may 
also be class shows throughout the year. For pottery and printing subjects all students will be given a free 
mask and gloves at the start of the course.  
Photocopies and printing from a memory stick at the school: 10p for A4 and 20p for A3 
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