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What is an Exclusive right of Burial? 
When you buy a grave at one of our Cemeteries in Wandsworth, you are purchasing the 
Exclusive Right of Burial for a specific period of 40 years, (20 years for a grave purchased in 
reserve.) You are not buying the grave freehold, instead you are effectively purchasing a 
lease.  

No burial may take place in the grave and no memorial may be placed on the grave without 
the written permission of the grave owner during the period of the Exclusive Rights.  

A fee is payable for the digging and preparation of a grave at the time of burial and a fee is 
also payable for the installation of a memorial.  

The Exclusive Rights may be renewed for a further term up to a maximum of 40 years (20 
years for a grave purchased in reserve if no burial has taken place.)  

Ownership of the Exclusive Right of Burial is therefore a very important matter. Ownership 
can be transferred either during the owner’s lifetime or after their death. The procedure for 
transferring the ownership is detailed below.  

The Cemetery records contain the details of the registered grave owners. However, it is 
important that the grave owners keep safe their Deed of Grant. The Cemetery issues this 
document when the grave is first purchased and should be produced for each burial. 
Possession of the Deed does not in its self, signify ownership of the Exclusive Rights and 
will only be accepted from the person named on the said deed, cemetery management may 
request to see identification. 
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You can request confirmation of ownership if you have lost your Deed of Grant, or a 
replacement can be provided upon receipt of a damaged or defaced original. Requests such 
as these can only be completed in person by Putney Vale Cemetery & Crematorium, Stag 
Lane SW153DZ. The offices are open from Monday to Friday, detailed opening hours are 
available here www.enablelc.org/bereavement. Telephone 0203 959 0090 or visit the 
Probate Service website. www.hmcourts-service.gov.uk 

Please note that any document produced for a transfer of grave ownership must show 
the embossed area of the seal or be a certified copy of the original. 

  

http://www.hmcourts-service.gov.uk/
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Transfer of grave ownership 
The grave owner can assign the Exclusive Rights of Burial, during their lifetime, to another individual 
on completion of an Assignment Form. The owner can surrender the Exclusive Rights of Burial if the 
grave has not been used for burial, on completion of a Surrender Form. Information on how the value 
is calculated can be found in the Wandsworth Cemeteries and crematorium regulations, there is an 
administration fee as detailed in the current cemeteries price list. 

The procedure for establishing grave ownership when the original owner has died depends upon 
whether there is a will.  

Is there a valid will?  
If the deceased grave owner has made a valid will and left an estate of sufficient value to require the 
Grant of Probate to executors, ownership of the grave can be transferred to the executor, or the 
executor(s) may name another person(s) to be named as the owner 

The applicant must produce a sealed copy of the Grant of Probate and complete the Transfer-Grant 
of Probate Form. 

If the estate is not of sufficient value, ownership may be transferred to the executor named in the will 
by Statutory Declaration and the production of the will. It is then the executor’s responsibility to 
identify the correct person for the transfer of ownership and assent the transfer by completing an 
assent form. 

When grant letters of administration have been obtained 
If there is no will, or the will is not valid, and the estate is of sufficient value as to require a Grant of 
Letters of Administration, ownership of the grave can be transferred to the personal representative 
of the deceased.  

The applicant must produce a sealed copy of the Grant of Letters of Administration Form. It is then 
the applicant’s responsibility to identify the correct person for transfer of ownership and assent the 
transfer by completing an Assent Form.  

Family disputes 
Where a family dispute results in a stalemate and relevant consents are withheld, 

the ownership cannot be transferred. 
 
The various next of kin must reach an agreement between them. Only two people may be named as 
owners, sometimes it may be worth seeking assistance from a mediation service or solicitor. 

https://enablelc.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/BS-regulations.pdf
https://enablelc.org/bereavement/putney-vale
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/apply-for-probate-by-post-if-there-is-not-a-will
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A transfer of ownership will not be completed if there are entitled persons that have not completed 
a form of renunciation or named as a proposed new owner. 

Declaring that a person is estranged or not having any knowledge of a person’s whereabouts is not 
an adequate reason to exclude them from this process. A grave is treated as property and therefore 
the cemetery must follow all procedures to ensure a fair and just outcome.  
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Deceased dies intestate 
If there are no Executors or Letters of Administration have not been granted, the rules of intestacy 
apply as laid down in the Administration of Estate Act 1925.  

The applicant for transfer of ownership should complete a Statutory Declaration. Statutory 
Declarations are legal documents produced by this office and must be signed in the presence of a 
Magistrate or Commissioner for Oaths.  

The Statutory Declaration should clearly set out the facts regarding the original purchase of the 
Exclusive Rights of Burial, the death of the registered owner, intestate or otherwise and the 
relationship of the applicant to the registered owner.  

The original Deed of Grant and a certified copy of the owner’s death certificate should accompany 
the Declaration.  

Where the Deed has been lost, suitable wording should be incorporated within the declaration to 
the effect.  

It is essential that all next of kin of the deceased owner express their wishes wither by completing 
the form of renunciation or by including themselves to be named as the new owner. There may only 
be two owners at any one time. Form of renunciation must also be attached to the Statutory 
Declaration.  

Examples of possible circumstances 
Deceased owner survived by Application made by Consents needed from 

Spouse Spouse None -    
Transferred to spouse 

Spouse Son or daughter 
Transferred to spouse -  

then can be assigned to children 

No spouse - but four Children Son All other children- irrespective of 
legitimacy 

No spouse or children - but three 
brothers or sisters Brother Both other brother/sisters 

One Son Cousin Son 
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Fees and charges 
A copy of our current fees and charges can be found on our website or by clicking here. 

The transfer of Grave Ownership is handled by the Cemetery Office, and there is a fee payable. You 
can contact the Cemetery Office on 0203 959 0090 to enquire about the current fee applicable.  

Payments can be made via bank transfer, chip and pin or via a secure payment link send to your email.  

From April 1st 2025 we are no longer accepting payments via cheque or cash. 

Forms of transferring deeds ownership 
Form of Assignment  

Used by a living owner to transfer or change the ownership of the exclusive Rights of Burial i.e. to 
transfer to new owner or add an additional owner.  

Grant of Probate  

Granted to the executor/s of a Last Will and Testament once a document has been proven in Court. 
To be legally acceptable we can only accept sight of a “SEALED” Grant; i.e. it must bear the embossed 
seal of the court.  

Letters of Administration 

When a deceased person dies intestate then the next of kin can apply to the Courts to be made 
Administrator of the estate. An Administrator receives the same powers to administer the estate of 
the deceased as an executor. 

Form of Assent  

Used to transfer ownership from an executor or administrator after ownership has been transferred 
into their name by production of Probate or Letters of Administration.  

Statutory Declaration  

Used to transfer ownership from a deceased owner when no official documents have been issued. 
Declarations can be either based on a Will that did not go to probate, claiming ownership by the 
executor or by the Next of Kin if the deceased left no will. 

Form of Renunciation  

Used together with a Statutory Declaration when grave is being claimed by more than one person 
i.e. the deceased may have three children and nextof-kin, and one or more of those children wishes 
to give up their Rights to the ownership.  

We only accept a max of TWO owners. 

https://enablelc.org/bereavement/putney-vale
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Certificates 

All certificates supplied with transfer applications must be originals or certified copies. 

(Birth certificates supplied for identification in a Deed Transfer must be a full birth certificate and not 
a short birth certificate.) 

Useful information to help you transfer the ownership of a grave 
How to get a copy of a Death Certificate 

The National Archives  

You will need to know the full names, date and place of death. If this is not known, you can search 
the index of deaths from 1837 until the present day, at the National Archives at Kew, Richmond TW9 
4DU. Their telephone number is 020 8876 3444 and you can also visit their website here 
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk for useful information.  

From 1984 you search by a year and then alphabetically by surname. Prior to 1984 the search is by 
quarters of each year. 

The Register Office 

If the death was within the last 18 months, you can ask for a copy death certificate from the Register 
Office for the area in which the death occurred.  

Wandsworth Residents can find more information here www.wandsworth.gov.uk 

You can get a copy certificate from 1836 to the present day from The General Register Office (G.R.O).  

Copy death certificates can also be ordered online www.gro.gov.uk  

Further useful information can be found at www.direct.gov.uk 

How to get a copy of a Will, Probate or Letters of Administration 

The National Archives 

If you need to find out if a Will was made, you can search the index to all Wills at the National 
Archives at Kew. Their index is from 1858 to 1943 on microfiche. Their website is 
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk 

The Probate Service 

To get a copy of a Will, Grant of Probate or Letters of Administration, you can write to: 

The York Probate Sub Registry, 
First Floor, Castle Chambers, 
Clifford Street 
York YO1 9RG 

 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
https://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/registration-services/
http://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates
http://www.direct.gov.uk/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
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There is a small fee, and any cheque should be made payable to HMCS. 

A copy is usually provided within 21 days of your request. The full name of the deceased, date of 
death and last known address must be provided.  
You cannot request a copy of any Will, Grant of Probate or Letters of Administration by telephone  
You can get a copy of any document in person by visiting: 

First Avenue House 
42-49 High Holborn 
London WC1V 6NP 
 

The offices are open from Monday to Friday, from 10am until 4.30pm. Telephone 020 7947 
6000/6939 or visit the Probate Service website. www.hmcourts-service.gov.uk  

Please note that any document produced for a transfer of grave ownership should show the 
embossed area of the seal or be a certified copy of the original. 

http://www.hmcourts-service.gov.uk/

